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Build. Welcome. Rebuild.

Build
A groundbreaking ceremony is a moment in time when we make
sacred a space that will bring to life our hopes and dreams. Our
hope has always been to provide safety for children. Our dream
is to build a new home that will allow us to care for even more
children who need our help. At our groundbreaking
on June 26th, we celebrated the blessing of our
sacred space that will be hope for many.
I visit the site often, and each time I am amazed
as I watch the building take shape. First the
construction fence delineated the wonderful
space set against the backdrop of trees and woods.
They are now moving the dirt creating the base
on which our foundation will rest. This physical
foundation is built on our faith foundation. In the
Gospel story of Jesus and the children, Jesus said,
“Let the children come to Me and do not hinder
them.” We take these words to heart.

Welcome
So who are these children that we welcome? Our youngest child
was 2 days old, coming directly from the hospital nursery to
find a temporary home with us while his birth Mom finalized his
adoption arrangements.
Our oldest children are those on the edge of becoming
teenagers. They often become “bigs” to our younger children
while they are here together. New friendships are made as
everyone enjoys the freedom of just being children. We love the
phone calls from moms asking if their child might spend one
more night at Blessing House before their 13th birthday as this is
what the child wants to do to celebrate.
Children come because they are homeless or are living in homes
where there is domestic violence or substance abuse. Their
families may have someone who is sick or is experiencing mental
illness. Daily we face the question of how to provide space for
these children and our new home will allow us to say yes more
often than no.
Rebuild
And now the best part. We have been creative over the years in
our current space to find ways to offer the support and care that
our children needed. Sometimes this meant that babies were
learning to crawl in the same space as older children playing

basketball on the Wii. Homework was done in the main lobby in
the midst of doorbells and ringing phones. Parent visits needed
to be scheduled for a small room that was also used as an office,
intake space and for storage.
This new house will be better for our children and
their families. Our families will have dedicated
space to meet with our supportive staff and to
have visits with their children. We will have space
to help parents and caregivers connect with other
community partners who can assist the family. We
will be able to offer opportunities for small groups to
gather and discover ways to better understand their
children and how to meet their needs.
Our new home will provide safety and security for
our children in a place that feels like home. Our
new activity areas will be geared to the interests
and tasks of childhood. Our Small Dreams room will focus on
the developmental milestones of our youngest children. Our
Big Dreams room is for our school aged children. This is a quiet
place for homework, a reading nook, a place to play or to create a
special art piece. The large indoor play room will give all children
the chance to move, whether engaged in a sports activity or trying
child yoga. Our older children may get a cooking lesson while our
younger ones decorate cookies in our expanded kitchen/dining
room. Our trauma specialist will have space to work with children
and give them the attention they need.
Rebuilding is the work of letting go of the past and looking
forward with hope to what is to come. In all that we do with our
parents and children, we offer hope. We show them that it is
possible to rebuild – self, family and relationships. We become
an ongoing support for them and they can trust that we will be
with them. We find opportunities to remind them of all they have
accomplished and we companion them when life is hard.
So today we build and welcome and rebuild. Join us as we watch
the progress of our new house and read our stories of welcoming.
I invite you to be a part of the heart that is God’s project of hope
as we rebuild the lives of children and families.

Sr. Mary Berigan
Blessing House Executive Director

Help Us Help Our Children. Please consider making a donation to Blessing House, www.blessinghouse.org

Breaking Ground
On Friday, June 26th, three years of
planning ended and a future filled
with promise for Blessing House
began. After a blessing of the land by
Fr. Don Oleksiak, Administrator of the
Diocese of Cleveland, Fr. John Retar,
Pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Parish and
Fr. Charlie Diedrick of St. Mary Parish,
Board Chair, Mary Herrick, greeted
the crowd of over 100 individuals
who came to celebrate. Mary, Sr. Mary
Berigan, and Donna Humphrey from
Blessing House, Todd Mealwitz from
Star Builders, Ben Norton from Buckeye Bank and Ron
Cocco from Clark & Post Architects drove their shovels

State Representative Gayle
Manning presented Sr. Mary with a
Proclamation at the Groundbreaking
that recognized the impact Blessing
House has had on the community.
Kristen Fox Berki, Executive Director of
Lorain County Children Services, spoke
at length about their partnership with
Blessing House and how we are a part
of the critical safety net for children
at risk of abuse and neglect in our
community.
On Saturday, June 27th, the chainsaws came out and the
clearing of the land began.
It’s time to build that house!
Thank you to all who have
donated to our cause, prayed
for our children and families,
or helped in any way. We
have been blessed by your
support and thankful that
you have agreed to
“Be Part of the Heart!”

into the hard ground to turn over the dirt and start the
building of our new 16,730 square foot home.
It has been a long and challenging process, starting with
our board’s decision to expand our capacity to meet the
growing need of our services. This building will allow us
to eventually care for up to 28 children with construction
scheduled to be completed in Spring, 2021.

The New Blessing House

Land: 2.86 acres of land
Location: 6115 Olivet St. , Elyria, Ohio 44035
Square feet: 16,730
Play space: 3,280 indoor play and activity space
Bedrooms: 8

We need your help!
Our goal is to raise $3.3 million to build our new home
and provide a maintenance fund for it. We have received
financial support for this project from foundations,
businesses, schools, churches, civic organizations and
many individuals and are thankful for all who have
contributed. Please visit our Donor page on our website
for a complete list of donors.
We are asking you to help us reach our campaign goal.
We cannot do this without you. We ask that you please
consider making a financial contribution to our campaign
through our website, www.blessinghouse.org, or by
sending a check to: Blessing House, 5440 Grove Ave.,
Lorain, Ohio 44055. We invite you to “Be Part of the Heart “
and help us keep children safe.
We have naming opportunities available if you would like
to make a donation in honor or memory of a someone
special. An updated list of opportunities can also be found
on our Donor page. For more information, call Donna
Humphrey at 440-240-1851.

Naming Opportunities
There are still some naming opportunities available
if you would like to make a tribute donation.
Memorial Garden............................................................... $50,000
Jungle Room (Bedroom)............................................... $25,000
Helping Hands (Family Advocate Office) .......... $25,000
Kitchen..................................................................................... $20,000
The Welcome Room (Lobby)...................................... $20,000
Plant a Tree in Honor or Memory............................... $5,000
Memorial Garden Paver.................................................... $1,000
(Other opportunities available on our website)

A Message from
Our Board President
Days turned into weeks, and weeks
turned into months as our Board
heard stories of children being
added to the waiting list at Blessing
House. Mental health issues, drug
addiction, poverty, or the need for
Mary Herrick
a child to have a safe place to sleep
while a family addressed whatever problem had thrown
their life into crisis all kept adding to these numbers. Sister
Mary was concerned that when a child was turned away,
the consequences could be fatal. It could no longer be a
dream for the distant future – we had to expand now! On
Friday, June 26, 2020 we broke ground to advance “God’s
Project of Hope.”
Each time I meet with someone to talk about Blessing
House, the reaction is always the same; “Every community
needs a Blessing House.” We are, without a doubt, the
fortunate ones to have founders who have dedicated their
lives to providing a place where children can be safe and
loved. Blessing House is an example of what every child
needs to live a happy, healthy life – people who love you,
nutritious food, suitable clothing, a consistent learning
environment, and the confidence that there is always
someone there for you, unconditionally. Blessing House
also provides resources for families to move forward
together.
For our mission to move forward, we need your help to
increase funding of our capital campaign and complete
the construction of Blessing House. By doing so, you can
help us secure the future of this home for children for
many years to come. If you have a desire to contribute to
a project that will have a lasting impact on children, one
where you are able to see the results of your generosity,
please consider contacting us. I am confident that once
you have experienced a visit to Blessing House, you will
know your donation has found a very worthy home.

Collaborating Together for the Safety of Lorain County Children
Lorain County Children Services has worked collaboratively
with Blessing House for many years. Kristen Fox Berki,
Executive Director of LCSS, is excited about the construction
of the new Blessing House building. “The new building
will provide support to more families in Lorain County
who are struggling to parent their children safely. Blessing
House and Lorain County Children Services are in contact
with many of the same families, and LCCS values the role
Blessing House plays in our community. Many parents find
themselves struggling to parent their children, many times
due to a chronic mental health issue, physical health issue,
or lack of an appropriate support system. The struggles

that families experience do not
always rise to the level of needing
intervention from a child protective
agency. Many parents and families
just need a trusted community
resource that is available to them day
or night, and Blessing House is this
resource in Lorain County. Blessing
House and Lorain County Children
Services have worked closely over
the years to assure children are safe
and protected.”

Kristen Fox Berki

5540 Grove Avenue
Lorain Ohio 44055

Please support Blessing House
Where love grows, faith sustains
and hope is found.
5440 Grove Avenue • Lorain, Ohio 44055
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