
Yet for all of the children who we have been able to care for 
this past six months, there have been just as many who we 
were not able to help. We have had a waiting list of up to 60 
children whose families asked for placement for their children 
and we were not able to accommodate them. This has been 
especially difficult for all of us because we know just how much 
these children need to be in a place like Blessing House.

We are now working on a strategic plan that we hope 
will help with this problem. We are looking for ways to 
be able to help more children in a space that will provide 
opportunities for positive experiences for them.  We are 
asking for your prayers and support as we move forward 
with our plan to bring hope to even more children.

A child recently left a note for us as she was preparing to 
leave that said how important it was for her to feel safe 
while she was with us. I think of her often and hope that she 
stays in touch with us. I hope she calls us if she ever doesn’t 
feel safe again. I hope.

Thank you for all that you do for our children. We could not 
do what we do without the caring community that helps us 
in so many ways. 

God bless,

Sr. Mary Berigan
Executive Director

Hello Friends!

It has been a very busy summer at Blessing House! The 
children have been building sand castles in our sandbox, 
picking tomatoes in our garden and blowing endless streams 
of bubbles in our backyard. Now they are getting ready to 
go back to school and anxious to see their friends again. 
Where has the summer gone?

Our children come from different homes and different 
situations. We never know what they are thinking and 
sometimes it can be like a puzzle trying to put their words 
and thoughts together. Recently we had a 5 year old who 
refused to go to the movies with the other children, a treat 
that has never been turned down before. As it turns out, 
Mikey associated movie time with bedtime at Blessing House, 
so when we asked him why he didn’t want to go to the 
movies, he said, “Because I’m not tired!” He surely was not 
ready for bed yet.

Another family came to us with short notice. They arrived 
with several bags containing winter coats, family pictures 
and some legal papers. When we asked them why they 
brought all of those things, one of the girls said, “Because 
we didn’t know if we were ever going to get to go home 
again.” They were afraid and wanted to be ready for 
whatever might happen to them next.

We don’t know what our children are thinking when they 
first come to us. Many don’t understand why they are with us 
and they are afraid. They find themselves being cared for by 
strangers in an unfamiliar place. They don’t know what to do 
with their thoughts when these thoughts lead to fear. They 
cope the best they can, but they rely on us to help make their 
fears disappear. The only way we can do that is to offer them 
hope—hope that somehow everything is going to get better.

We can’t make promises to our children about what 
tomorrow may bring, but we can offer them hope. And 
we do. We give them attention, we make sure they have 
everything they need—food, clean clothes, their own bed. 
They appreciate routine, knowing what to expect. They hear 
words of respect and kindness. They feel the compassion and 
experience the love, and it changes them.

the 
House 
with a 
Heart

440-240-1851, info@blessinghouse.org, www.blessinghouse.org

Help Us Help Our Children. Please consider making a donation to Blessing House, www.blessinghouse.org

Fall 2017

http://www.blessinghouse.org/
mailto:info@blessinghouse.org
http://www.blessinghouse.org/
http://www.blessinghouse.org/


Pine Brook Golf Club

9:00AM Shotgun Start
Tickets purchased through Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/blessing-house-
annual-golf-outing-tickets-36668970879?aff=es2

The Opioid crisis that is such a problem in our community 
is also affecting many of our families.  Parents who are 
struggling with addiction are unable to properly take care of 
their children.  When this happens, Grandparents and other 
relatives find themselves suddenly thrown into the role of 
full time caregiver.  There may also be court involvement and 
legal issues that complicate the situation for these families.  

Children who come from these situations have experienced 
trauma and are often unable to understand what is 
happening to them.  They are the innocent victims caught 
up in homes where they may not have been properly cared 
for or they may not have been kept safe.  Their family is in 
turmoil and there is often conflict because of the choices 
being made by their parents.

Blessing House has become an important part of the safety 
net for these children.  We work with the families and 
community agencies to help keep children safe and also 
help them process some of their difficult experiences.  We 
help with transitions when children must spend time away 
from home while their parents get help.  We also provide 
encouragement and support to parents as they work to 
overcome their issues.  It is not easy.  Please keep these 
families in your prayers as they struggle with their addictions.

Blessing House was recently included in a series about Opioid 
Addiction recently published in The Chronicle Telegram.  
Included are stories about three families who are fighting 
their way back to sobriety.  We encourage you to read them.

Drugs, alcohol fuel rising Children Services workload
http://www.chroniclet.com/Local-News/2017/07/08/Drugs-
alcohol-fuel-rising-Children-Services-workload.html

From Depths of Hell to sobriety
http://www.chroniclet.com/Local-News/2017/07/08/From-39-
depths-of-hell-39-to-sobriety.html

Couple now grateful to Children Services   
http://www.chroniclet.com/Local-News/2017/07/08/Couple-
now-grateful-to-Children-Services.html

Mom in recovery tries to break cycle
http://www.chroniclet.com/Local-News/2017/07/08/Mom-in-
recovery-tries-to-break-cycle.html

Tom’s Country Place – Avon, Ohio

Tickets - $130
Call Blessing House for more information
440-240-1851

Blessing House in the News 
Supporting Families Struggling with Drug Addiction

Blessing House Annual 
Golf Outing
Saturday, September 9th

13th Annual 
Rock-a-Bye Ball 
“Back to the 80s”
Saturday, November 11th

Join us for Golf and Dinner or for Dinner only!
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2017 to date  January 2017 through June 2017

Introducing...
We would like to introduce three of our staff members who 
do such a wonderful job helping coordinate all of the many 
activities at Blessing House.

Colleen Dirk – Shelter Manager
Colleen has helped take care of children at Blessing 
house for 6 years and now is helping in the office.  Colleen 
is a great organizer and does a wonderful job of helping the 
children adapt to their home away from home.  

Barbara Hammond – Shelter Manager
Barb is also a shelter manager and helps with organizing 
the activities of the house.  Barb has substantial experience 
working with the homeless and has been a case manager 
advocating for them for eight years in Lorain County.

Regina Morris – Administrative Assistant
Gina recently joined our staff at Blessing House and will 
be supporting the development and administrative activities 
of Blessing House.  Gina was worked in non profits for over 
10 years and brings a wealth of experience as well as a 
compassionate nature.

If you have any questions about Blessing House or want 
additional information about how you can help support our 
children and families, please feel free to call Colleen, Barb or 
Gina at 440-240-1851. 

Leadership Lorain County 
Difference Maker’s Honoree

Blessing House was humbled and honored to be an 
honoree at the 2017 Leadership Lorain County 
Difference Maker’s Gala.  Blessing House was chosen 
to receive the “Organization Excellence in Leadership” 
award for the impact it has made in Lorain County.  We 
appreciate the recognition of the efforts of so many 
who have been a part of the Blessing House family 
including our past and current board members, our staff 
and our volunteers. 
http://www.morningjournal.com/article/MJ/20170218/
NEWS/170219385

Days of care provided
1,317 (compared to 1,228 in 2016 
and 1,067 in 2015)

Average number of days each child 
stayed
11

Number of children who stayed at 
Blessing House
91

How often Blessing House had a 
waiting list
100% of the time

Reasons children came to Blessing House:
Reasons for visits 
At Risk 8 6.72%
Domestic violence 6 5.04%
Employment 1 0.84%
Family Stabilization 11 9.24%
Health 21 17.65%
Homeless 11 9.24%
Hospitalization 6 5.04%
Housing 8 6.72%
Incarceration 3 2.52%
Mental Health 34 28.57%
Parent child conflict 2 1.68%
Substance abuse 8 6.72%  

Total visits 119 100.00%
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While it is difficult to determine the exact impact that 
Blessing House has on families and the community, statistics 
released in the 13th Edition of the PCSAO Factbook indicate 
Lorain County has been more successful than other counties 
throughout the state in certain areas of providing safety and 
permanency for children. We feel that Blessing House has 
played a significant role in these outcomes.

A troubling trend in the state of Ohio has seen an 11 percent 
increase in the number of children in custody on any given 
day since 2010. Much of this increase is being attributed 
to the opioid crisis. According to these same statistics, the 
number of children in custody in Lorain County decreased 
12%.

During the last 3 years, there was an increase of 10% 
statewide in the number of children placed out of home, 
that is, the number of children who for any number of days 
were not able to stay in their own homes. During that same 
time, the number of children placed out of home in Lorain 
County decreased 24%.

Elks Grant
We would like to thank the Elyria Elks Lodge 465 for helping 17 of our children get ready to go back to 
school.  Through a grant we received from the Elks, we were able to help 17 children get the clothing 
to start back in school as well as the school supplies they needed.  One family member told Sr. Mary 
when she finished shopping that her child had never had new clothes to start school and what a treat 
it was for her to be able to go shopping and pick out brand new clothes.  Thank you Elyria Elks!

These trends are significant. In Ohio on the average, 
taxpayers paid $13,647 for every child that needed to be 
placed out of their home, even if the placement was only 
temporary.  With 55 less children in Lorain County placed out 
of home in 2016 than in previous years, the cost savings to 
taxpayers would have been $750,585!

When filling out surveys at the time of intake, 23% of our 
families indicated they would have requested out of home 
placement if Blessing House was not available or they didn’t 
know what they would have done because they had no 
other options. Based on this information, if we were able 
to keep 23% of our children from being placed out of their 
homes, there would have been 40 children that were kept 
in their own homes because of services provided by Blessing 
House. This results in estimated savings to taxpayers of 
$545,880.

It is our belief that our ability to provide safe residential care 
for children along with support services for their families 
has been a major reason why Lorain County has been able 
to reduce the number of children in custody or going into 
out of home placement while other counties in Ohio have 
experienced increases.

The number of children in custody per 1,000 children in 
Lorain County is 2.5. This compares to 9.0 in custody per 
1,000 children in the State of Ohio. Yet the average poverty 
rate for children and families in Lorain County is the same as 
the state average.

We continue to be committed to supporting children and 
families in crisis in Lorain County, working with others 
to provide the help families need to keep children safe. 
Blessing House is making a difference.

Impact of Blessing House on children 
and families in Lorain County



Leadership Lorain County 
Internship Program Brings 
“The Giving Tree” to Blessing House

We would like to thank Jennifer Gercak and the Leadership Lorain County 
Internship Program for the wonderful mural that they painted on our 
backyard fence.  The mural portrays the story, “The Giving Tree,” and was 
designed by one of the participants of the program.  Thank you to all from 
the LLC Internship Program for sharing your time and talents!

1st Annual Mother’s Day 
Tea at the Hickories

Blessing House had our first annual Mother’s Day Tea at the 
Hickories as part of a joint project with The Lorain County 
Historical Society.  90 guests enjoyed an afternoon of wonderful 
food and a fashion show put on by Chico’s of Westlake.  It was 
a wonderful way to celebrate the women who have nurtured us 
and we were able to recognize two women who have been an 
important part of our story.  Judy Wacker, one of our long time 
employees who recently retired, was able to attend with her 
daughters and Kayla, one of our Moms was able to come and 
share her story.  We are thankful for both of these women and 
the blessings they have been to us.

Leadership Lorain County Class of 2017’s 
Class Project to help Blessing House

Leadership Lorain County’s Class of 2017 helped build a much needed storage 
shed at Blessing House so that we are able to store all of the donations we 
receive from the community.  We had outgrown our storage space, so Justis 
Clifford and Rachel McGill organized volunteers to plan and construct this 
shed that has been a huge help for us.  We also want to thank the Norton 
Family Foundation for supplying the funds needed to build this shed.


